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A JOURNAL 

KBPT ON BOARD THB 

SHOONER LESPIEGLE, 

ON A CRUISB AMONGST THB 

NICOBAR ISLANDS, 

®avt fQ. HetDto tti ®oitiitiatdir* 



Calcutta, Thursday y 13/A March. — Broke 
ground, having pilot on board, and dropped down 
the river. 

Tuesday y \%th March. — 6-30 A. M. — ^Discharged 
the pilot, and took our departure from Long. 88° 
18' E., Lat. 21° 44' N. Steered a direct course for 
Car Nicobar, with a light N. and N. W. breeze. 
Therm. 87°. Ban 30°. 

From \^th March to 30^A March. — Light breezes 
and calms, with fine weather; Therm, from 86° to 
92° : crew employed in arranging the armament of 
the vessel. 

Monday, Z\st ilfarcA.— Made the N. W. point of 
Car Nicobar during the night, and stood off and 
on till daybreak, when we anchored in the N. W. 
bay in 1\ fathoms, sand. The village of " Sowrah" 
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bore S. W, by S., and the extremes of the Island 
N. E. I E., and W. by S. i S, Went on shore 
at i p. 10 ; and found the people quiet and inoffen- 
sive. The men are stout, though not very muscular, 
and exceedingly ugly — partaking somewhat of the 
Burmese physiognomy and complexion, only far 
less pleasing. Our medium of communication 
was a mixture of English and Portuguese, with a 
few signs. The construction of their huts and 
boats displays great ingenuity. Their houses are cir- 
cular, erected on the beach, surrounded with cocoa- 
nut trees and dense jungle, being substantially built 
on solid posts driven into the ground, and elevated 
8 feet : the floor is a strong frame-work of timber 
and rafters (the common poon of Malacca) ; and 
the roof is formed exactly like a bee-hive, of fine 
bamboos and strong rattans, being fixHn 30 to 
50 feet diameter, and of very considerable height ; 
the entrance is from below, through a trap-dOor 
by a ladder. These habitations are cool, dark and 
smoky, and not ill adapted for the climate. Many 
have a ceilii^ of wood, handsomely cwnamented and 
carved, and answering the purpose of a store-room. 
Apparently these huts serve several families for a 
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residence. We counted as many as 37 individuals^ 
in one, and though there may have been visitors 
amongst them, yet the number is large. They 
abhor the idea of being counted, thinking it 
some spell to do them harm. We could not 
perceive much sickness amongst them, though 
they ask for medicines^ and obtain them from most 
vessels: like children, they wish to have every- 
thing they see, and make no use of what is given 
to them. They are fond of drinking and feasting. 
Cocoa-nuts, betel-nuts, pigs, poultry, and yams^ 
are the staples of the island. Numerous vessels, 
English, Burmese, and native craft from Coro- 
mandel, visit them ; and it is calculated that more 
more than 25 cargoes, of not less than 100,000 
nuts e^ch, leave the island every year. The 
barter is — 1, various kinds of cloth : 2, straight 
cutlasses (which the natives i^e most dexterously 
for the purpose of ascending the cocoa-nut trees, 
and opening the fruit): 3, hatchets: 4, silver 
spoons : 5, Spanish Dollars and Rupees: 6, ardent 
spirits : 7, common fowling-pieces : 8, sundry arti- 
cles of Burmese manufacture, as long knives and 
coloured cloth : 9, Chinese tobacco, and American 
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Negro-head^ the strongest being most approv- 
ed of. 

Betel-nut is abundant, and is apparently culti- 
vated, but the inhabitants are too idle to husk^ and 
little is therefore exported* In their dress the 
Car Nicobarians do not go to much expense ; a 
rag of blue nankeen, 4 feet long and 3 inches 
broad, serves to conceal and firmly tie up the 
propria martbus ; and the women are content 
with a piece of white or blue cloth wrapped round 
the loins. A black hat or red woollen cap are 
ornaments which the men covet, though they never 
use them at home: silver soup-ladles are used as 
ornaments at festivities. Both men and women 
consume large quantities of tobacco and betel-nut : 
the former is made up in the form of Spanish 
cigars; and as a cigar-case they use a hollow 
bamboo inserted in the flap of the ear, in the 
manner of the Burmese. Betel-nut, mixed with 
pawn-leaf and quick-lime, is used by both sexes to 
a frightful extent, rendering their countenances 
most hideous by disfiguring and blackening the 
mouth and injuring the teeth. This excess can 
hardly fail to injure their health, and perhaps it 
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may be one cause of their generally not arriving at 
any advanced age, nor being very prolific: 40 or 50 
years seems to be the greatest age attained by the 
men, and we certainly saw no instance of longe- 
vity beyond that : of children we observed but 
few. Their boats, like their houses, show consi- 
derable ingenuity, and in the management of them 
they display great skill. These boats have out- 
riggers ; the larger carry from 3 to 4 masts, with 
mat sails, and are capable of holding from 20 to 30 
men : in these they cross over to the Southern 
islands, and barter cloth for canoes, cooking-pots, 
and rattans. Their weapons consist of spears of 
various sizes ; but only intended for killing wild 
pigs and fish : they have no nets. 

We found drinkable water a short distance from 
the shore, in a well 10 or 12 feet deep, dug in a 
soil consisting of debris of coral and shells, which 
was evidently once the bottom of the sea. We 
shot a few parrots and other birds, but seldom could 
succeed in getting them, on account of the impe- 
netrable jungle. Passed a couple of hours in the 
huts, and Returned on board. 

Tuesday^ Xst April — All hands employed water- 
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ing. We were visited by some boats from Moose 
village, situated to the south. The people m 
them seemed less cunning and knowing than their 
neighbours, and were more easy to bargain with : 
they brought the usual cocoa-nuts, yams, and bad 
plantains. Fish we could not obtain, for they never 
sell it ; we caught, however, a rock cod, but it was 
not eatable. Went on shore again, and tried to 
penetrate into the interior, to an open elevated 
plain which we had seen from the sea. We enticed 
two natives to accompany us, but they were exces- 
sively unwilling to proceed, and one left, after 
haying accompanied us about a mile, through low 
ground covered with high grass. At last we 
reached the rising ground, and proceeded another 
mile, but saw nothing around us but jungle, betel- 
nut trees, and a species of low palm, bearing a 
large red fruit, which, when mixed with yam, hog's 
lard and cocoa-nut, and baked, forms a substitute 
for bread. Our guide being unwilling to proceed 
further, we did not think it prudent to persist, and 
returned to the village. It would appear that the 
Nicobarians have establishments inland, which 
they do not wish Europeans to visit. The soil on 
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these plains is undoubtedly fertile ; but a settle- 
ment there, nay even an exploring party, would 
doubtless meet with much opposition. There is 
a rich field for the naturalist 

As we were not prepared to barter for cocoa- 
nuts, the natives did not seem to care much for us 
or for our goods ; and we experienced some 
difficulty in obtaining even a few provisions in the 
shape of fowls and pigs. The Nicobarians have 
the character, amongst the English " skippers'* and 
other traders, of great honesty and promptitude in 
their transactions. A principal man of the village 
contracts for a certain quantity of nuts, to be 
delivered on a certain day at a certain place ; the 
goods given in barter being handed to him in 
advance, he divides them amongst the villagers, 
and they seldom fail to perform their part of the 
contract : to this effect they hold numerous certi- 
ficates from different Captains. They are very 
fond of high-sounding names — as Lord Byron, 
Lord Nelson, Anson, &c. : they also frequently 
adopt the names of Captains who have had deal- 
ings with them, and treated them kindly ; one we 
found named " Young Cris'pr — A snake had been 
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killed during the night, but it was so mutilated 
and putrid that there was no possibility of pre- 
serving it : it measured 13^ feet in length, and 
appeared to be a Boa Constrictor. We learnt that 
they were numerous; and likewise obtained a 
smaller snake, said to be poisonous, which we 
preserved in spirits. 

Wednesday^ 2d April — Again employed in 
watering and surveying. Had visits from seve- 
ral natives, all of whom knew a few words of 
English and Portuguese : they were vrilling to 
receive presents of all kinds, and not backward in 
asking ; but to barter they were averse, except for 
cocoa-nuts, which we could not take. We obtain- 
ed a few fowls, pigs, and yams, all of good flavour, 
particularly the latter, in exchange for a German 
silver soup-ladle and some old cutlasses. There was 
a severe squall at noon. We forwarded letters 
by a Burmese junk to Mergui. 

Thursday y Zd April — At day-break got under 
weigh, with light airs and calm, and sweeped out: 
stood N. E. in order to round the reef extending 
from the N. point. We spoke a Cheulia brig in 
ballast from Penang to Arracan : and sent dupll- 
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«ates of our letters by her. At 4-15 p. m. the wind 
shifted to N. E., with a heavy squall. Stood away 
for the N. E. anchorage, and at 6 p. m. brought up 
between the villages of Moose and Lapata, in 10^ 
fms. ; shore dist. J mile. In the evening we pulled 
on board of the barque Swallow^ which had put in for 
water from Moulmain bound to Mauritius. 

Friday, 4th April — Landed at Lapata village, 
where we got provisions in abundance, and foxmd a 
large junk at anchor, commanded by a Portuguese 
from Mergui, Signor de Castro. From him we 
obtained some correct information regarding the 
French missionaries on Terressa Island — he had 
stores for them on board. He also gave us an ac- 
count of the massacre that was perpetrated by the 
inhabitants of that island on the crew of the schooner 
iliary,Capt.Ignacio Ventura, from Rangoon, which 
occurred in August last The village of Lapata 
and its dependence is the largest on the island ; but 
the anchorage is not good, and no water is to be 
had. The inhabitants keep' a register of vessels 
that touch at the island. To the port captain of 
Lapata, by name Atlas, we entrusted the Danish 
ensign to keep till our return. 

Saiurdat/y 5th April — We went on shore early, 

c 
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and made an excursion to an inland viltage, where 
we saw nothing worthy of notice, the jungle being 
very dense, and the houses not so large and subs- 
tantial as those on the coast. A rather respectable- 
looking native, enjoying the soubriquet of " Nep- 
tune,'' was our guide. We witnessed a marriage 
feast : and obtained a specimen of Tortoise-shell, 
but not very good, one shell containing 13 pieces, 
small and large, which weighed only IJ dr. 

At 2 p. M. we again got under weigh, and worked 
round the S. E. point : at 8 p. m., S. W. point bore 
W.: night dark and cloudy: Bar. 29° 95'; Ther. 89**: 
The main object of the expedition being to explore 
the southern group or Sambelong islands, and the 
season being already so far advanced that the mon- 
feoon might shortly be expected to set in with all its 
force, and put an end to operations, we did not 
deem it advisable to devote more time to this island, 
which is often visited, and therefore comparatively 
well known. 

Sunday^ 6th April. — Cloudy squally weather, 
with strong winds: at day-light sighted Batty Malve, 
a rocky uninhabited island, bearing E. by S. ^ S., 
and distant 10 miles. A water-spout close to us, but 
avoided. Heavy rain: Long, by chroh. at 9-30 a. m. 
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92^ 56' 15' E. ; Lat 8° 47' N. ; Bar. 29** 83'; Therm. 
89°. No aucboriDg ground near Batty Malve. 

Monday, 7tk April, — 'At daylight calm : found 
ourselves within two miles, of Batty Halve, with a 
strong set to the eastward. Out sweeps, and made 
an offing ; when a light breeze sprung up, and we 
sighted Terressa, on with Chowry: at 10 p.m. 
again calm, obliged to sweep in order to avoid 
the easterly current, which is very strong amongst 
the islands at this season, and rather dangerous ; 
at 11-30 p. M. with a light breeze we stood S. E* 
for Terressa. Chowry is remarkable for its shape,, 
there being a high abrupt rock on the S. E. 
point, and the remainder low flat land, well in- 
habited, but producing no cocoa-nut trees. 

Tuesday f Sth April — At daylight we made the 
S. W. side of Terressa, and ran in close, in order 
to sight the village of Lakshee, where we expected 
to find and communicate with the French mis- 
sionaries: stood N. K along shore, saw no village, 
but admired the appearance of the island, which 
to the N. E. consists of moderate hills, being in 
many places free from jungle, and exhibiting 
lovely plains aud vallies : at 2 p. m. tacked and 
stood to the southward: the wind falling light, and 
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the night lowering, we anchored in 20 fathom, 
about f mile off shore. Night gloomy, and the 
wind blowing hard in gusts. Kept a strict anchor 
watch, in order to be on our guard against any 
attack on the part of the natives : a small boat 
came alongside, but the natives would not come on 
board, and we could obtain no information what- 
ever from them. 

Wednesday^ 9th April — At daylight weighed 
and made sail, with the wind blowing dead on 
shore ; stood away S. W, : the wind falling light, 
the strong set to the eastward carried us close into 
the tremendous breakers ; we already felt th^ first 
roller, being barely two lengths from the rocks, 
which we cleared with the greatest difficulty by all 
hands plying the sweeps. At 8-30 a. m. we 
found ourselves abreast of Lakshee, and saw the 
French missionaries amongst the spectators on 
shore ; we hoisted Danish colours, and stood away 
S. W. ; at 10 o'clock, a large canoe with 12 or 
15 men came out, from whom we got a pilot, by 
name " Philip." Mr. Busch went on shore in the 
canoe, in order to see the Missionaries, and 
rejoin the vessel when at anchor* The pas- 
sage through the breakers was terrific, but safe* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 13 1 

After rounding the S. W. point, and an exten- 
sive reef, w^ stood for the passage between 
Terressa and Bcmpoka, course N. E. and N.— • 
When within less than half a mile of the an- 
chorage, the wind failed us, and the tide turning 
at the same time, carried us back again to sea at 
the rate of 5 knots an hour, against sweeps and light 
aira. The overfalls were very heavy, and we shipped 
several seas, one of which carried away the jolly 
boat, and we very nearly lost the vessel. — At II 
p. M. the tide turned again, and brought up a 
squall from S. E., which carried us through the 
passage at the rate of 9 knots. At 6 p. m. we came 
to an anchor in 35 fathoms, sand and coral, | mile 
off shore. There is no danger in this passage, with 
a good leading breeze ; but the entrance into the 
bay from the N. E. side is broad and clear. 
The bay of Terressa is well protected against the 
N. E. and S. W. monsoon, but is exposed to an 
easterly gale ; the rise and fall of tide at new and 
full moon is about 10 or 12 ft. 

Thursday^ lOth April — We landed, crossed the 
island, and had some communication with the 
inhabitants* The distance across was 2 J to 3 
miles : the landing is rendered difficult by a num- 
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ber of coral rocks which are covered at high water ; 
but there is no surf. From t^e bea^h we ascend- 
ed through a dense jangle of trees^ creepers, 
and brushwood, swarming with pigeons and 
parrots, and extending for more than half a mile-^ 
theii followed more rising ground, compara* 
tively clear, and covered with high rank grass; and 
finally, a high undulating plain, open and clear^ 
which afforded a fine view over the sea, on 
both sides of the island. This plain extend- 
ed about f mile E. and W. We again 
decended to the low beach, which we reach- 
ed, after crossing a tract of dense and filthy jungle, 
enclosing the village of Lakshee, which is rather 
a large one and well built. We found the mis- 
sionaries, Messrs. Chabord and Plaiaant, men of 
education and not bigotted. Sincere they must 
be, in their wish to Christianize the natives, and 
we cannot but admire the charity which induces 
them to forego the comforts of civilized life, in the 
hope of making converts. M. C. has resided three 
years on the island, but his efforts have unfor- 
tunately been attended with but few good effects. 
They landed first on Car Nicobatr, but the 
Nicobarians being averse to European residents. 
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they were by Capt. Crisp removed to Terressa ; 
one of the company here died of fever, and no 
wonder, when the locality of their residence is 
considered. They live in a native house, which is 
roomy enough, but thickly surrounded with jangle, 
barring all admission of ain They brought with 
them materials to build a house, carpenters to 
erect it, and even a gardener: but the natives 
opposed all innovations ; and forced them to aban- 
don their schemes of improvement, keeping them 
almost as prisoners, shut up in a housd in the 
centre of a dirty village. 

We explained to them the object of our expedi- 
tion, and they hailed the idea of a settlement 
being made on the islands, as a means of extending 
their chances of improving and converting the na- 
tives. M. C. honestly owned that they had not 
yet made any boni fidfi converts, yet we would 

hope that their efforts have had some civilizing 
tendency. On questioning the missionaries re- 
.garding the attacks that had lately been committed 
on ships visiting the islands, they gave us willing- 
ly all the information they possessed, of which the 
following is the substance : as their authority 
they gave the natives themselves, who could have 
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no motive in misrepresenting their own country- 
men to their disadvantage. 

1st.— The whaling vessel "Pf/of" was, in 1839, 
attacked in that part of Noncowry harbour usually 
called " False harbour," being between the North 
side of Carmorta and Trincuttee. It is asserted, 
and with much probability, that provocation had 
been given, and all discipline abandoned. The? 
crew attempted to interfere with the women of the 
islanders, when more than half of them, with the 
Captain and some officers, were attacked and 
slaughtered on shore ; many canoes were at the 
same time alongside the vessel, and nearly com- 
pleted the work of destruction there. One boat, 
however, with five men and a mate, escaped with 
great difficulty, and made for the mainland ; but 
falling in with a man-of-war conveying Sir Hugh 
Gough to China, they obtained assistance to re- 
cover the vessel, which was eventually brought to 
Singapore in a sad state. The crew consisted ori- 
ginally of more than 40 men, of whom only 5 
escaped; the fight is said to have been desperate — 
several natives were wounded and bear their scars 
to this day.— H. M. S. " Wanderer" was, in 1840 
dispatched to avenge this affair; she burned a 
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few huts, fired some shots, and punished the inno- 
cent with the guilty. This mode of revenge they 
do not care for: the only punishment to affect them 
would be the destruction of their cocoa-nut trees. 

2nd. — In 1833, a Chulia craft of two masts, 
commanded by a Eurasian, with a lascar crew, and 
coming from Bengal, was cut off in the same spot. 
The captain was murdered on board, and the whole 
crew assassinated there and on shore while water- 
ing : the vessel was then plundered and sunk. No 
notice seems to have been taken of this affair. 

3rd. — ^August, 1844: Capt. IgnacioVentura,com- 
manding the Schooner ^^ Mary^^ 150 tons, belong- 
ing to Rangoon, was attacked at Terressa whilst at 
anchor on the Northern side of the harbour, under 
the villages of'Lallong and Bengallah. No provo- 
cation was given : there was no European crew on 
board, and but a very small native one. The Cap- 
tain was killed on the quarter-deck whilst bargain- 
ing with the natives, whereupon the crew leapt 
overboard and were drowned or murdered, the 
vessel was plundered, and then set fire to and 
turned adrift The ring-leaders are well known as 
bad characters, and were most probably instigated 
by example or encouragement from Noncowry. 

D 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 18 ] 

Three weeks previous to our arrival, the H. C. 
War Steamer Phlegethon called, and anchored in 
the harbour for several days, making enquiries, 
partly through the French Missionaries ; one of 
whom, suffering much from ill health, went as pas- 
senger in her to Penang or Mergui. The people 
of Noncowry, even amongst their own countrymen, 
bear a bad character. Purely native craft, how- 
ever, have never been known to be attacked, pro- 
bably because the temptation is not sufficient. 

4tb. — 1844 : Capt Caw, commanding a vessel of 
100 tons, belonging to himself, called at Carmorta, 
was attacked and killed without provocation, and 
the crew, panic-struck, leapt overboard : an Arab 
Serang had alone presence of mind to run into the 
cabin; he there seized fire-arms, and shot one or two 
of the assailants, who in their turn took fright and 
left the vessel, — after which the Serang and crew 
brought the vessel to Penang, carrying with them 
the Captain's corpse preserved in arrack. In Penang 
the Serang was arrested on suspicion of having 
murdered the Captain, but was acquitted on a strict 
enquiry. A vessel of war has been since sent to 
enquire into particulars, but nothing further ap- 
pears to have been elicited. 
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We passed the day with the Missionaries, and 
returned to the vessel at sunset, inviting them to 
visit us on the morrow, and leaving Mr. Lowert 
to accompany them. 

As might be expected, the population of this vil- 
lage, probably increased from the adjacent ones, 
flocked in numbers to see " Signor Padre's" visitors : 
the total number, hpwever, was small, perhaps 150 ; 
as before mentioned, the islanders dread being 
counted. The Missionaries having visited every vil- 
lage on the island, estimated the number of inhabi- 
tants at 700 : probably this estimate may approach 
the truth, and certainly there are not above 1000 
souls on the whole island. As to their morals 
and religion, our friends the Missionaries gave them 
but an indiflFerent character: but in intellect they 
are not behind the Car Nicobarians, though - 
they have not the advantage of frequent inter- 
course with Europeans. A rather respectable 
bead-man of the village of Lacksee, who gloried 
in the name of ^* Gold-mohur," showed us a very 
handsome baton, silver mounted, bearing thechifF- 
er and crown of his late Majesty Frederick the 6 th 
of Denmark ; he also admitted having in his pos** 
session the Danish Ensign, but he was after- 
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wards either unwilling or unable to produce it. 
Their accounts were so confused that we could 
not understand whether Mr. Rosen, whose name 
was known, had left it here, or whedier they had 
obtained it by barter from Carmorta. Their 
houses and boats are well constructed, and even 
ornamented with some taste ; they pay much at- 
tention to their cocoa-nut trees, but to nothing 
else. Yams and wild mangusteens are abundant : 
sugar-cane of a very superior description is also 
found; but we did not see it growing. The cane 
which was brought to us appeared half cultivated, 
half wild, was full of saccharine matter, but had a 
strong woody fibre. * We observed several species of 
forest timber of large size, and of these we brought 
away specimens ; they mostly resembled the Pe- 
nang woods, but we could detect nothing like teak. 
On our return to the vessel, we crossed two rivu- 
lets, one rather considerable, though the rains- 
had not commenced. The jungle abounds with 
wild pigs, which afford the islanders both sport 
and provisions. Of birds we saw a great va- 
riety, but it was difficult to get near them. The 
soil near the sea shore, on both sides of the 
island, consists of sand, coral, lime, and vege- 
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table mould, admirably adapted for cocoa-nut 
trees. The high land throughout the cen- 
tre of the island is red clay, with limestone, 
and is covered with a rich vegetable m^uld : it 
appears admirably adapted for the growth of sugar- 
caiie, particularly as the climate is said to be moist, 
hot, and not very tempestuous, and the advantage 
of a sea breeze could not fail to insure a good cane. 
In reference to climate, however, the information we 
obtained from tho Missionaries was not much to 
be depended upon ; for they seem to have paid no 
attention whatever to the weather, nor even to have 
registered the temperature from the thermometer 
they possess. The land being rather low, there 
is nothing to arrest the clouds, so that the rains 
cannot be very heavy. The heat^n the high land 
is reported to be moderate. It seldom rains du- 
ring the months of December, January, February, 
and March, which are dry and hot. The S. W. 
monsoon is the season for catching Turtle ; they 
then come on shore to deposit their eggs, and 
are caught in traps. The shell is of fair qua- 
lity, but not equal to that of Borneo and the 
Sorfoo Archipelago. We bought some fine shell 
for a hat. 
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Friday^ Wth April. — Went on shore at day- 
light, anil roamed through the forest and high land. 
A heavy dew had fallen during the night, the effects 
of which we felt severely. To colonize the island, 
an importation of Chinese labourers would be re- 
quisite, and also people from the Coromandel 
coast. The facilities for cultivation would be little 
inferior to those at Penang, and with a suflSciency 
of labour they would ultimately prove greater. 
The natives would no doubt dislike a settlement 
of Europeans ; but they are too few, too timid, 
and not united enough, to attempt anything against 
a tolerably well regulated settlement. It is to be 
regretted that we did not visit the Island of 
Chowry, for according to M. Chabord's account, it 
is the most cultivated and populous, and the people 
are also the most civilized, of this group ; cocoa-nut 
trees are however very scarce, and the inhabitants 
are therefore obUged to resort to Terressa, and by 
working for their wealthier neighbours obtain a 
livelihood: if colonisation were attempted, it is 
more than probable that the services of these men 
might be secured for the colony. In settling 
on this island, it would be absolutely requisite 
to be provided with presses for extracting the oil 
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from the cocoa-nut, for by purchasing most of their 
nuts, the inhabitants would be rendered depen- 
dent on the settlement. 

Messrs. Chabord and Plaisant came on board to 
breakfast ; and we passed the day pleasantly, ob- 
taining all the information we could: many natives 
visited them on board. Mons. C. has compiled a 
manuscript dictionary of the language, which he 
appears to speak correctly ; at least he is well 
understood. M. Plaisant had not been here quite 
a year, yet he also has made great progress in the 
language, notwithstanding the repeated attacks of 
I fever which have much reduced him. 

Bompoka or Bambockais a small island S. E. of 
Terressa, distant 2 miles, forming the S. side of the 
bay : the anchorage is good, and landing easy* 
The land rises abruptly from the beach, to about 
the height of 750 feet : it has abundance of good 
water, and of fine timber, and it is well sheltered : 
there is but one village facing the bay, which took 
fire whilst we were at anchor there, and several 
houses were destroyed. M. Chabord having on his 
last visit to the island of Catchall left part of his 
property there, it was agreed that he should accom- 
pany us there, vi& Noncowry, where he has also 
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formed acquaintances. The survey of the island, 
but more particularly of the bay, having been finish- 
ed by Capt. Lewis, the following day was fixed 
upon for our departure : in the evening the Mis- 
sionaries went on shore to make their arrange- 
ments. 

Saturday^ \2th April. — M. Plaisant came on 
board, and reported his reverend brother too ill to 
undertake the cruise, but said that he would himself 
take M, Chabord's place. At 7 a. m. we got under 
weigh, and with a westerly breeze sailed all round 
the bay to the northward, standing close along the 
shore, having 8 to 12 fms. water, and quite smooth. • 
We saw a number of houses and boats, but not a 
single inhabitant ; no doubt an evil conscience, or 
rather fear of retribution, made the inhabitants 
shy. We then crossed the bay, sailing round the 
east side of Bompoka, and stood away to the 
eastward for Carmorta : at 2 p. m. having rounded 
the north point of Carmorta, we stood close in 
shore, admiring some of the finest scenery we 
had yet witnessed. On entering the bay form- 
ed between Carmorta and the north side of 
Trincuttee, we observed a large junk, which imme- 
diately got under weigh and stood out to the East 
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ward, at the same time we saw a number (at least 6) 
of. very large caaoes full of men, pulling away for 
the shp?e, not one attempting to come near us. 
We im^iediately gave chase to the junk, and 
suspecting.^, "ips not right, we brought her to, 
by firing a shpt across her bows, and then run 
alon^ide and enquired tfee Master's rea^^ for 
running Q-^M ;>fro^ ^J^-^® could understand jrf 
his answers, it appeared tha|Jie b(Bl9Bged to Mergui, 
and hadgomplet^paxargo, consisting of cocoa-nuts 
and betel-nuts ; his j^^sel was about 200 tons. Th^ 
currents^ being very strong and uncertain aq^^^p^t 
tbgge islands, the anchorage doubtful, and the wind 
light and night approa^Jii^g, the Captain did not 
think it advisable to touch her^ but proceeded 
roun(} Trincuttee to the gotrance of Nopcowry 
harbour ; and at 7 p. m., we anchored in the passage 
between Noncowry and Trincuttee, which forms 
the outer harbour. 

Sunday y IZth April— At day-break weighed, and 
stood into the inner harbour with alight breeze; we 
were obUged to use the sweeps, and anchored in the 
centre of the harbour, having both entrances open, 
and opposite to the village of Malacca. Several 
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natives dressed in jackets, hats and trowsers, came 
on boards and some of them shewed us badges of 
authority similar to those we saw at Terressa, as 
also several certificates from Mr. Rosen, in 
English and Danish, appointing them head-men 
of different villages. They admitted having 
had flags, but stated that these had been remov- 
ed by a Captain Hazlewood, some years ago, A 
country-born lad of about 17 or 18 years of age, by 
name William Goldsmith, came on board : he was 
decently dressed, and well behaved, had good cer- 
tificates from many captains, but particularly from 
the commander of the H. C. Steamer Phlegethon : 
he stated having about 6 years ago left an English 
vessel commanded by Capt. Spottiswood, and to- 
gether with the mate Mr. Robson, remained on the 
island; he had been well treated by the natives, and 
felt no inclination to return to his native country 
(Madras), where he had no relations living. He 
looked very sickly, and occasionally appeared 
weak-minded or imbecile. The natives of Noncow- 
ry harbour were shy, and did not leave a favour- 
able impression : they have much intercourse with 
the Malays and Burmese. The steamer had visited 
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them about a month ago> various subjects having 
been then enquired into^and she was expected back 
again shortly. The lad Goldsmith, when question- 
de as to the attacks upon vessels, protested that 
his friends were innocent, and referred it all 
to the inhabitants of the northern harbour, with 
whom they keep no intercourse whatever. We 
found Malays here, preparing Trepang, alias Biche 
de mer^ for the China market There are different 
kinds of Trepang, white, red, and black, all in great 
abundance ; they resemble gigantic leeches : the 
black are said to be of least value : they are boiled, 
dried in the sun, and packed with lime; but we could 
not obtain a sight of them in the prepared state. 
The natives brought us turtle-shells, adulterated 
ambergris, and dammer of very superior quality. 
Our intercourse with these people was cramped by 
fear of treachery, against which we were obliged 
to take every precaution, on account of the small- 
ness of our force. The head-man at Malacca, by 
name Angri, came on board in full dress : he 
looked well, and spoke Portuguese tolerably; 
shewed a certificate from Rosen, given to his 
father ; and with him came a negro-looking man 
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of a most forbidding and suspicious cast of 
countenance. 

Monday \ith Aprily 1845. — Employed in survey- 
ing the harbour. Went on shore to see the ruins 
of the Danish settlement, which we found on 
the Island of Carmorta, opposite Malacca Vil- 
lage, on the north side of the harbour, on a rising 
ground half up the hill. The walls of a few miser- 
able brick-built houses were all that remained : not 
a vestige of plantation or of cultivation, though the 
hills and valleys all round are entirely free from 
jungle. There does not appear to be any fault in the 
soil, though probably the situation is not sheltered 
enough for coffee and nutmeg. The natives told us 
that the colonists paid most attention to the grow- 
ing of rice; but this seems preposterous, when 
we remember with what facility it can be imported. 
A brick-built house seems also to be ill calculated 
for the climate : wooden houses, as in Burmah, 
are raised with ease, and answer much better. We 
regretted much that we could never obtain any clear 
account of the settlement, nor of the misfortunes 
and obstacles it must have met with : the islanders 
spoke with affection of the settlers, and also of 
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the Government The scenery is pleasing : but the 
harbour is landlocked, and not so cheerful and open 
as that of Terressa. It is said that there are wild 
cattle on the island, but we never saw any. In the 
absence of a correct report regarding the last set- 
tlement in these islands, it is almost useless to 
speculate on the probable causes of its failure ; 
but it would appear to have been undertaken by 
men with little practical knowledge of coloniza- 
tion, who had themselves no interest at stake, 
and unprovided with means adequate to the 
task. In an attempt of this kind, all depends 
on the first settlers: they have everything to 
face, and should be well provided for accord- 
ingly; well lodged, well fed and attended, and 
their wants should, as far as possible, be anticipated : 
whereas these had to depend upon a tardy commu- 
nication with the parent colony. A lakh of Eupees, 
properly disbursed at first, would avail more than 6 
lakhs in as many years. The natives brought us 
some excellent sugar-cane, which they cultivate for 
their own use. It appears there is some inter- 
course between this island and the great Nicobar. 
Here also the Malays carry on much trade, and 
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have probably iostigatod to some of the massacres. 
On leaving this harbour^ we found that some of 
our vbitors from Noncowry had managed to steal 
the brass rullocks of our cutter. 

Tuesday^ 15<A April. — Weighed and worked out 
through the S. W. Entrance of the harbour, where 
the wind failed us in the narrowest part, and the 
current setting strong on to the rocks, we were 
obliged again to have recourse to the sweeps, to 
which alone we were indebted for the safety of the 
vessel. Having at last gained an offing, we stood 
N., with light winds, and anchored at 8 p. m., in 
12 fathoms water, off the N. W. side of Catch- 
all : saw a brig working to the Southward, distance 
about 6 miles West Therm. 87.° 

Wednesday^ \^th April. — At daylight weighed 
and worked to the Southward, with light variable 
winds, against a strong S. W. current : saw the brig 
to the Eastward of us, having drifted about 10 
miles whilst we remained at anchor. At night 
again at anchor off Catchall, \ mile from the shore, 
bottom sandy. This island is of considerable extent, 
and covered with forest and jungle. The human 
inhabitants are very few, but the island swarms 
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with monkies who destroy the cocoanuts. Mynahs, 
turtle-shell, and ambergris are procured here. 

Thursday 9 nth April — Weighed again, calms 
and light winds: a boat from Catchall came along- 
side, bringing fruit and birds. M. Plaisant went on 
shore in her. We saw a large vessel coming up with 
a southerly breeze, made sail to meet her, and went 
on board : she proved to be the CeciliayQscpX. Norris, 
from the Isle of France to Moulmein, in ballast; in- 
tending to pick up a cargo of nuts at the Nico- 
bars. Forwarded letters and journal by this 
opportunity. We afterwards spoke the brig, which 
proved to be a Dutch vessel, deep laden with rice, 
from Arracan to Padang. Made sail again to the 
Southward. 

Friday^ \%th April — Light variable winds with 
calms, and a strong current against us. Long., by 
bearing, S-, 93° 13^ E., by Chron. 93° 14" 45' E. 
Bar. 29^ 90". Therm. 89°. 

Saturday^ \^th April — Calms : drifted about 
with the current^ and attempted to land. Therm. 
115° and not a breath of air. 

Sunday, 20th April. — Light Westerly breezes, 
with fine weather. At 9 a. m., abreast of Meroe 
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island: carried soundings all along to the Lit- 
tle Nicobar, from 8 to 35 fathoms^ sand. Passed 
a singular shoal of sharks and bonitoes of remark- 
able beauty. Came in with the land a little N. of 
St. George's channel, and stood to the N. W., with a 
leading wind : at 4 p. m. anchored to the Westward 
of the Island that forms one side of the N. W. bay, 
in 15 fathoms sand and shells, the current running 
N. E. and S. W., at 4 knots an hour. Went on shore, 
where we met some natives who spoke Malay, 
and were informed by them that the other or 
N. W. side of the island aflforded far better and 
safer anchorage. 

Monday^ 2\st April — ^A few of the natives 
visited us, bringing fowls and fruit, two of them 
remaining with^us the whole day. At 2 p. m. weighed, 
and ran into the N. W. harbour, which is quite 
safe, and is protected from all points but the N. W. 

The little Nicobar is entirely covered with jun- 
gle, and presents only a succession of hills and 
valleys, the former of which rise to about the 
height of 1,000 or 1,200 feet above the level of 
the sea. The population appears to be very scanty ; 
and unlike the other islanders, these have no 
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villages, but build only two or three huts together 
on the beach, where alone are grown the betel-nut 
and cocoa-nut trees. We shewed the natives 
some English coal, and promised a reward if 
they brought us some like it, to which they 
readily agreed, adding afterwards that they would 
bring it from the opposite island. Landed in 
search of water, and found a stream close to the 
shore on the main island. 

Tuesday^ 22d April — Employed in watering. 
The timber that covers the island seems but of 
little value. Towards evening, the natives brought 
us coal in considerable quantity, found on Trice 
island at low water : it resembles lignite, or half 
charred wood; is very heavy compared with 
coal, bums freely, emits a strong sulphurous 
vapour, and leaves a whitish-brown ash. We gave 
those who brought it Sp. drs. 6 in cash and 
tobacco, with handkerchiefs and looking glasses 
to an equal amount. We also agreed with them to 
cross over to Trice island on the following 
morning, in order to search for a bed of coal. Our 
two friends, by name "Tallasa" and "Sadoola," 
remained on board, and ate and drank at our meals: 

F 
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they liked rice, rejected nothing that was offered 
them, and drank their arrack, not forgetting cocoa- 
nut water and occasionally toddy. The weather 
was exceedingly oppressive, the heat under the 
awning where we lived being frequently above 
100°, and not a breath of air stirring : occasion- 
ally, however, a squall would refresh us a little. 
The cocoa-nuts here are not equal in size to those 
of Car Nicobar, nor are they so plentiful ; but the 
water of them is fiur sweeter and cooler, and to us 
appeared more refreshing under the burning sun. 
We found pine-apples growing wild in abundance, 
but they were not good: the limes, or rather 
lemons (for they are exactly the same in all res- 
pects — shape, flavour, colour and taste, — as those of 
Spain), were excellent, but not very plentiful. 

Wednesday^ 23rd ApriL — At day-light started 
in the cutter for Trice island, distant 5^ miles, 
provisioned for the whole day : our two friends, 
who spoke Malay, accompanying us in their canoe. 
We found the landing very difficult and dangerous: 
although there was but one break to the surf, the 
beach, which is of fine sand, being very steep, caused 
90 strong an uodeMow, that had we attempted 
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to approach in our own cutter, we should assuredly 
have been dashed to pieces : we were therefore 
obliged to anchor our boat at some distance from 
the jBhore, and land, one at a time, in their canoe. 
We examined all parts of the island, which is rather 
low and sandy, but covered with a beautiful vege- 
tation. We found here several magnificent speci- 
mens of the banian tree : one in particular, situated 
nearly in the centre of the island, covers a space 
of ground ^ of a mile in circumference : its branches 
were literally swarming with birds, amongst which 
were parrots, several kind of pigeons, mynahs, king- 
fishers, and one very large white eagle, which we 
wounded, but pursued in vain through the impene- 
trable jungle into which he fell ; to all appearance 
this was a magnificent bird. We shot as many of 
the other birds as we could carry away. The West 
side of the island is a high abrupt hill or rock, 
and seems as if separated by some convulsion of 
nature from the opposite island of Track, dis- 
tant about a rifle-shot, where the surf was so great 
that the natives declined landing us* After break- 
fast, we took some rest and waited for low water, 
in order to walk round the island in search of coal. 
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of which we found only a few small pieces scarcely 

the size of the palm of the hand. The rock consists* 

of sandstone, clay and slate, with occasionally a 

vein of some hard stone, like mica : we brought 

specimens of these, but found no coal bed. The 

islanders, when questioned on the subject, called 

the water-worn fragments of coal " heaven stone'* 

(ikkoo hattoOy) and said they were found after heavy 

thunder-storms and rain ; that coal was never met 

with inland, nor washed down by hill torrents and 

ravines. These coals, particularly the large pieces, 

many of which are nearly 18 inches square, by 9 

or 10 inches thick, bear evident marks of having 

been long subject to the action of the waves ; but 

yet it seems hardly probably that they should have 

been washed up from the deep, and have passed 

through the tremendous surf, and over coral 

rocks, without being shattered into small pieces^ 

We walked across the island, and then round it a 

distance of about 2 J miles, collecting shells, many 

of which were very beautiful At 4-15 p. m, we 

quitted the island in the same manner that we 

landed, having been much amused with the day's 

sport, though disappointed in our main object 
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Arrived on board at 6 p. m., during a severe squall, 
and rain that cooled the atmosphere. 

Thursday 9 24cth ApriL — Boat employed in water- 
ing. We attempted to stuflT the birds we had 
shot the previous day, but were not very success- 
fuL Our native friends paid us visits. Another 
boat brought a sample of coal, a large piece 
said to have been found on Busch island. Captain 
Lewis was engaged in surveying and sounding. 
Bar. 29^ 84 ; Ther. 95°, hot and sultry. We were 
anxious to pay another visit to Trice, and if possi- 
ble, to Meroe, so we arranged with our friends 
Sadoola and Tallassa for another trip, in canoes 
(Mily, to start by daylight. 

Friday^ 2Stk ApriL — Disappointed, the canoe 
did not come off till after breakfast, owing, it would 
appear, to a feast and debauch the previous evening. 
Whilst the boat was employed watering, we availed 
ourselves of the canoe to land on Busch island, and 
made an excursion inland: we ascended, with much 
trouble, and vnth the assistance of our cutlasses, to 
the top of a hill, scarcely 175 feet high, but which 
was nearly perpendicular and overgrown withjungle; 
from whence we had a tolerable view of the harbour. 
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Rattans of very large size^ in great abundance^ but 
apparently of an inferior quality^ grow on the 
Island We observed a tree of enormous size over- 
thrown; it had, evidently been attacked by white 
ants, which appear to be plentiful ; the wood 
was the common poon of Penang. Returned to 
the beach, and entered one or two of the huts, in 
which we saw some images of Burmese manu- 
facture: we then resumed our cruise in the 
inner harbour, where we found a cave swarming 
with small birds, some of which we shot, and 
found that they were the same that prepared 
the celebrated edible birds-nests ; but we did 
not succeed in our attempt to find their nests* 
We found the remains of some Malay bouses, 
which are inhabited 6 or 8 months of the year ; 
their occupants {preparing trepang, collecting 
birds^nests and turtle-^hell, and disposing at the 
same time of their rice, arrack, and printed goods : 
no doubt, they make a good thing of iu What 
the amount of trade may be, or whether it would 
remunerate a European, is difficult to say; the small 
population, and their indolence and independence, 
render it doubtful. We bought a canoe tot Sp. 
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dn. 5, in order to replace our lost jolly boat ; and 
engaged our two friends to accompany us as 
guides, pilots, and interpreters. We visited their 
houses, obtained sundry curiosities, and returned 
on board at 3 p. m. There is excellent and safe 
anchorage far into the harbour. At the bottom of it, 
there seems to be an extensive Lagoon covered with 
rank grass and trees, which looked very unwhole- 
some : it is said to be swarming with alligators. 

Saturday, 26th April-^At 4 p. m. weighed 
with the flood-tide, and stood out between 
Track island and the north point of Little Nico- 
bar; a clear passage, with soundings from 30 to 50 
fathoms, and distance between the islands 4^ miles: 
the tide sets through the Channel at a rate of 4 
knots an hour. Stood S. S. K for the great Nico- 
bar, aud fell in with some eddies and ripples ; a 
phenomenon which is very common among these 
islands. We passed dose to the east side of Pulo 
Monthoule, between which and the Little Nicobar, 
there is a safe passage. The east idde,like the N. 
W., seems to be one mass of hills and jungle, thinly 
inhabited, and containing but few cocoaniut trees. 
Towards nocm, crossed the mouth of St. George's 
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Channel, passing inside of Pulo Cabra, a small 
high island with plenty of cocoa-nut and betel-nut 
trees : had a few casts of the lead 4 miles off shore 
in 34 fms. At 6-45 p. m. anchored in a fine bay on 
the N. E, of Gt. Nicobar, in 27 fms., good holding 
ground. A small canoe came off with fruit, which 
was exchanged for cheroots. 

Svndayy 27th April — In the morning a canoe 
came alongside with fruit, and offered us some 
bird's-nests which we purchased, giving 2 fathom of 
coarse handkerchief and an old waistcoat for 9^ 
drs. weight of nests. The islanders here spoke Por- 
tuguese, had been often at Noncowry, and even to 
Penang, having had much intercourse with the 
Malays: their appearance is not prepossessing. One 
or two pieces of coal were brought us here of rather 
better quality. The Great, like the Little, Nico- 
bar consists of but one succession of jungle-covered 
hills, rising from the shore : not a cleared spot is 
to be seen, except here and there a slip of 
land : the mountains are much higher. We went 
on shore, and were overtaken by a tremendous 
squall. On enquiring of our native friends from 
the Little Nicobar, we were told that the interior 
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of the Great Nicobar is occupied by a widely dif- 
ferent race ofsavages, who are always at war with 
those on the sea-shore : theyarearmedwithbowsand 
arrows ; and about their cruelty many tales are told. 
Capt. Lewis was engaged surveying. 

Monday^ 2^th April — At daylight weighed, 
and stood to the southward with light S. W. airs. 
At 2-30 p. M. anchored in another bay, distant 
about 9 miles, surrounded by high hills and rocks : 
landed, and found a stream of fresh water whichruns 
into a deep basin, where ships might fill up with 
ease, by landing close to it. Here the trees are 
very lofty, and birds innumerable, but very shy and 
soaring over the tops of the trees, beyond reach 
of shot: some of them bore resemblance to birds 
of paradise, but had not their brilliant colours. We 
met with no inhabitants, nor are there any cocoa- 
nut trees. 

Tuesday y 2^th April — Went on shore to examine 
the formation of some rocks near the watering 
place. Penetrated a considerable distance into 
the jungle, but found nothing interesting : the rocks 
consisted of the usual soft sandstone, and clay slate ; 
we brought off some few shells and apiece of coaL 

o 
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Capt L. measured the nearest hill, aud found it to 
be 1575 feet above the level of the Sea; others 
inland rise much above it. At 11 a. m. weighed, 
v^orked to the southward, and at 2-30 p. m. anchor- 
ed again in a deep bight, when we landed, and 
found that the natives had all fled : we saw six or 
seven small huts, and a large Malay building ; exa- 
mined some curious rocks which were about a mus- 
ket-shot from the shore, and covered with trees, on 
approaching which an immense cloud of birdstose 
on the wing. 

Wednesday, 30th April — At daylight, sent our 
two guides on shore, to prevail on the natives to 
appear, but waited in vain. At 10-30 weighed 
and stood out ; 1-30 p. m. a heavy squall from the 
westward with much rain; steered 3« S. W. At 4 
p. M. we ran in between a rock (10 feet above water) 
and the land, the passage being f mile broad, but 
not safe, as there are several other rocks under 
water, and some just awash. At 6-30 p. m. anchor- 
ed in a bight, in 14 fathoms sand, J mile from shore : 
cloudy dirty weather. Bar. 29°, 80'; Ther. 90®. 
Had no communication with the natives, and could 
see no huts. 
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Thursday^ \st May. — At daylight weighed, 
and made- sail for a bay on the S. E. side of 
the island. At 5-SO p. m. anchored in 8 fms., 
sandy bottom ; a heavy swell from the south. This 
bay is remarkable for having rocks at both extre- 
mities : there is but one small landing place, as the 
surf breaks violently all round the bay. 

Friday i 2d May. — Went on shore ; the natives 
had fled from their huts, but came back again at the 
call of our guides. Found 5 or 6 rather respec^ 
table huts. The natives all, more or less, affect 
Malay manners. Aft^ surveying the Bay, we went 
to examine the river at the bottom, and found it 
deep, and about a pbtol-shot across, vnth a consi- 
derable bar at its entrance : we launched a canoe in 
order to ascend it, but not understanding the pro- 
per management, we narro\dy escaped being upset ; 
we were, however well wetted : the natives informed 
us that it was navigable one or two days' journey 
inland; but we had not the means or the forces 
to carry on the expedition in this direction, even 
had the season admitted of it. It occurred to 
us that the earliest Danish settlement under the 
East India Company, in 1756, might have been 
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here ; but we could find do trace of it, nor could the 
natives afford us any clue. They were not very 
communicative: on our asking about coal, they 
pointed to a promontory in a S. W. direction, as 
containing quantities of it : we therefore furnished 
ourselves with guides, proceeded a considerable 
distance in that direction, and examined two most 
remarkable rocks, having the appearance of a 
square battery with men or statues on the top; 
we found them to be immense masses of clayey 
slate stone, in which large pebbles had been im- 
bedded. We shot some birds, and we saw num- 
bers of large Monkeys, but could not get near 
them. The timber is inferior, being loose and 
rent. Returned on board at 4 p. m., unsuccessful 
as to the coal; but we obtained some provisions 
in the shape of fowls and plantains. There seem 
to be more inhabitants here, on the Southern part 
of the Island, and the land is more open and 
level. The bay b exposed from South to East, 
but offers good protection against the N. £. mon- 
soon : landing is rather difficult 

Saturday y 2d May* — ^Weighed at daylight, and 
worked out of the Bay : hove to for Mr. Lowert 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[ 45 ] 

and our two guides^ who went in the canoe to 
explore the N. W. point of the bay ; they found 
nothing remarkable^ but brought a few specimens 
of the rocks. At 11-20 a. m.> having turned the 
Southern point and a reef extending 1^ mile be- 
yond it, we bore away N. N. W., running as close 
along the shore as was prudent We observed a few 
huts here and there, surrounded by cocoa-nut trees ; 
but everywhere surf, and no safe anchorage nor 
landing in this monsoon, which now seems to 
have commenced in earnest The land is lower, 
but quite as jungly as on the other side : we could 
nowhere perceive symptoms of the inhabitants 
on the hills, not even a fire. Running before 
a S. W. breeze at the rate of 8 knots an hour, 
at 5 p. H. we opened St George's channel, and 
being fl%[)dtide we stood in ; the wind having sud- 
denly fallen light, we got into the strong eddies, 
and were carried close to some ugly ree& ex- 
tending off the N. point of Pulo Condul; for- 
tunately the tide carried us clear through. We 
worked overimder the Gr. Nicobar, and at 9 p. m, 
anchored in 38 fm. : at 10 p. m. a heavy squall 
with much rain and lightning. 
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Sunday^ ^th May. — Weighed at 7 a. m., and 
worked into 10 fms., sand and shells. 

Mr. Busch being unwell^ Mr. Lowert and the 
second officer went on shore with our guides, and 
with some of the islanders who came to visit us. 
They walked all over the island^ found it well 
inhabited, and covered with cocoa-nut and betel- 
nut trees : they brought off some curious specimens 
of rock, and dso the soi-disant Rajah of Palo 
Condul, otherwise a wealthy, respectable, and 
ugly inhabitant of the island, by name Tomorra^ 
who remained on board all night. The mhabi- 
tants of the Great Nicobar had deserted their 
huts, though one or two visited us in their boats : 
One boat from Pulo Condul brought us a speci- 
men of coal, small but very fair. This Island 
being situate in the entrance of thechai^pel, and 
directly between the Gr. and Little Nicobar, we 
resolved to erect a flagstaff on it; and taking 
possession of the island in name of his Majesty of 
Denmark, to hoist the Danish Ensign^ and give 
this in charge to the said Tomorra, Rajah of Condul. 

Mmday^ 5th May. — Weighed and worked the 
vessel close in-shore of Pulo Condul, and found SO 
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fm. water close to. Having invested Tomorra with 
an honorary dress, he with the other natives ac- 
companied Mr. Lovert on shore, where they erected 
a flagstaff in front of their huts : Mr. L. having 
instructed him (as well as the difficulty of lan- 
guage would permit of) in the meaning of the 
ceremony, and of the duties he undertook, de- 
livered to him a certificate in English and Danish, 
and finally hoisted the flag, drinking His Majesty's 
health, to which our little vessel responded with a 
full salute. 

At 4 p. M. we took leave of our friends, stood 
across the channel, and proceeded close to the coast 
of the Little Nicobar, where we saw only a few 
huts and a steep bold rocky shore. At 6 p. m. we 
rounded the E. point of L. Nicobar, and anchor- 
ed in the channel between that and Monthoule 
island, in 7 fms., but slipped into 20 fins. Went 
on shore, and saw a few huts and about 30 inha- 
bitants ; all fidends and connexions of our guides. 
We shot a few birds, and returned on board. 

Tuesday i Qth May. — At daylight landed on the 
island of Monthoule, which is entirely of coral for- 
mation : there are a few huts, and cocoa-nut trees; 
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bat nothing remarkable. We found no coaL The 
channel is 1^ mile broad, and perfectly safe. At 
8 A. M. weighed and stood for the N. W. Bay of 
Little Nicobar, in order to land our guides and re- 
plenish our stock. At 12-15 p. m. anchored in 
the harbour, and at 2 p. m. our guides landed, 
laden with presents. Sent some planks on shore 
in order to erect a hut Cloudy squally weather. 
Thermometer 89°. 

Wednesday^ 1th May. — Employed the carpenters 
to obtain samples of wood, and erecting a flag staff 
near the houses. It came on to blow hard, with a 
heavy swell from S. W : we let go the second an- 
chor, and veered out to 60 fms. bar. 29^, 85'; Then 
77®. Mr. Busch had, for some days, suffered from 
a severe headache, and this weather rendered it 
much worse. 

Thursday 9 Sth May. — Weather continued bad, 
raining, and blowing hard, which rendered it rather 
uncomfortable on board the small craft Weighed 
and stood further into the harbour for smooth water, 
and anchored in 11 fms. sand, and smooth as a 
pond : we sent down yards, housed topmasts, and 
attempted watering. 
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Friday^ 9th Jifay.— Blowing bard from S. W. to 
N. W., with much rain. In the afternoon, we hoist- 
ed the Danish flag on the new flagstaff, which was 
63 feet in length. We took possession of the Island 
in the name of his Majesty of Denmark, fired a sa- 
lute, and left our guides Sadoola and Talassa to take 
charge of it till our return. This harbour, which 
without exception is the finest we have seen, and 
possesses many advantages, we designated after 
Horsburg, the N. W. harbour. We did not think 
it necessary to give new names to any of the 
Islands and other places we visited, reserving that 
task for a future expedition, and agreeing at the 
same time that nothing was more proper than to 
retain the native denominations where any existed. 
Capt. Lewis having obtained the needful obser- 
vations, and other information for an accurate 
marine survey of these islands, and being of opin- 
ion that continuing longer amongst them was use- 
less, now that the monsoon had set in ; and more- 
over finding that the sailing qualities of the little 
vessel did not by any means come up to our ex- 
pectations, it became a question whether we should 
proceed via Lancava to Penang, or return to Calcut- 
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ta at once. Mr. B.^ suffering at the time much from 
an intense head-ache, preferred the latter. More- 
over, the coals we found being an object deserving 
of attention, could only be examined in Calcutta. 
It would besides have been out of the question to 
bring over labourers from Penang during the rainy 
and unhealthy season. We therefore decided to 
complete provisions, and bear away for Calcutta, 
touching at Terressa on our way. Respecting the 
coal we could obtain no further information. 

Saturday i lOthMay. — The weather having mode- 
derated a little, we weighed and stood N. W. by W., 
with a fresh breeze from S. W., and occasionally a 
heavy squall: at 2 p. m. fetched the S. W. point of 
Catchall, having experienced a set of 21 miles in 
this short passage. Sfcood then for the Noncowry 
Channel, where we anchored at 6 p. m., in 11 fms., 
on the east side of Catchall, distant 1 mile. 

Sunday ^Wth May. — Weighed, stood through the 
Channel, and worked across to Terressa with a 
strong W. breeze and heavy squalls : rounded the 
E. point of Bompoka, and worked into the Bay, 
where we anchored at 5 p.m., in 20 fathoms, about 
100 fathoms from the shore of Terressa. 
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Landed, and found that the French Missionaries 
had left in the steamer " Phlegethony' which about 
a fortnight ago had visited the Island,and staid there 
3 or 4 days. The Missionaries had left no letters 
for us, though we had told them of our intention of 
returning ; but a verbal message and some birds 
were conveyed through our friend Goldmohur. 
The Missionaries having both suffered from repeat- 
ed fevers, mentioned that there was a probability 
of their being removed, but not so soon. It is 
remarkable that they have left behind them all 
their property, and have told the natives that they 
might possibly retium. Mr. Lowert went on shore, 
and was rather successful in his sport, bringing on 
board 5 or 6 different species of birds, which we 
helped him to stuff. He also brought specimens of 
the soil on the high land, which is a red clay, with 
stones having a burnt appearance, and one or two be- 
ing certainly metallic ; he likewise brought a sample 
of the stunted tree or bush that grows here, but un- 
fortunately our goat got hold of it, and devoured it 
greedily. We here purchased a moderate quantity 
of fine turtle-shell, for German-silver soup-ladles of 
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various sizes. We obtained about 20 pounds, 
some of it very stout and fine. 

Monday, 12th May. — Capt. L. completed his 
survey. Mr. Lowert made several excursions on 
shore, and found that the rain had rendered the 
roads to Lackshee very bad. Capt. Lewis brought 
some fine specimens of dammer, which can be had 
here in quantity, also some very large shells nearly 
2 feet in diameter, which are much valued by the 
Chinese : we purchased a number of fowls, and a 
curious Squid or Ink Fish. 

Tuesday, ISth May. — \% a, m. weighed and 
steered across for the island of Tillangchong. We 
endeavoured to round the South point, but were 
unable to do so, partly on account of the heavy sea, 
and partly by reason of the vessel, which, as before 
mentioned, does not perform what we had expected 
of her. At 4 p. m. we bore away for Calcutta. 
The island of Tillangchong has only of late be- 
come inhabited by some emigrants from Non- 
cowry and the North of Carmorta : its appearance 
is hilly and jungly, with breakers all along the West 
3ide; nothing is known of it, but it would probably 
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have well repaid a visit, had more moderate v\reather 
permitted of our approaching it. 

Wednesday y lith May. — We rounded the N. 
point of Car Nicobar, distant \\ mile. Fresh S. 
W. breeze, and fine weather. Thermometer 95^, 
Bar. falling. 

Thursday^ \6th May, — Steering N. N, W., with 
S. W. and S. breeze; we sighted a brig standing to 
the Westward, with a top-gallant sail bent instead 
of the fore-topsail — thermometer from 78® to 
100®. under the awning. 

Friday y 16/A May, — Fine weather and hot. 

Saturday y 17 th May. — Passed the barque Cham- 
pion from Calcutta to the Isle of France. 

Sunday, I8th May. — Strong W. wind and cloudy 
weather. At midnight we crossed over the Pilot's 
ridge. 

Monday, 19th May.-" At daylight hove to for a 
Pilot, but not seeing any, we stood across the tails of 
the sands, and at 1 p. m. passed the reef buoy and 
bore away for the inner floating light, with a strong 
S, W. breeze. It being ebb at the time, and the wind 
and tide meeting, the sea ran tremendously high, and 
often threatened to swamp the Espiegle. We passed 
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the inner floating light, and several vessels beating 
out, but could get no pilot : stood on for Kedgeree, 
where we found a pilot-vessel at anchor; brought up 
close to her, and got a young mate to take us up. 

Tuesday^ 20fA May. — At 2 p. m. anchored off 
Calcutta, having been absent in all 2 months and 
6 days. 
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Co'py of Certificate given to Tamarray alias the 
Rajah of Pulo Condul, in whose charge the Danish 
Ensign was left. 

** To all persons who may visit the islands of Pulo 
Condul and Great Nicobar, we do hereby certify 
that having this day hoisted the Danish Ensign on 
these two islands, we have resumed possession there of 
in the name of his Danish Majesty, King Christian 
the Eighth: we have entrusted the flag to the Head- 
man of Puloo Condul, by name Tamarra, in order 
that he may guard the same until further mea- 
sures can be taken, for the contemplated occupation 
and colonization of the said islands. 

As far as our limited knowledge goes, we recom- 
mend the said Tamarra as an honest and useful 



(Sd.) H. LEWIS, (Sd.) H. BUSCH, 

Cotnmg. VEsjpiegle, In charge of the Expedition, 

P. C. LOWERT, 

Attached to the Expedition. 

On hoard the schooner UEspi^gle, off Pulo Condul, 
5th May, 1845. 

The same, in Danish and English, teas given to 
Sadoolah — at little Nicohar, 
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Analytical Report on Specimens of Coal from the 
Nicobars, ^\st May^ 1845. 



No. 1. — Fibrous Slaty Coal, with large Conchoidal cross 
fracture, principal fracture curved slaty ; lustre of the cross 
and longitudinal fractures shining black, but dull on the 
slaty fracture. 

Sp.gr 1 3 

Bitumenous and volatile matter, .... 61 4 

Carbon, . . . . ^ 34 2 

Dark brown ash, 4 2 in 

100 parts 

No. 2. — Alternate slaty layers of black pitchy coal, and 
fibrous slaty bitumenous schist. 

Sp.gr 1 3 

Bitumenous and volatile matter, 57 

Carbon, 4o 

Ash (dark brown), 3 in 

100 parts 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 57 

No. 3. — Mass of hard coal, much weathered, somewhat of 
a fibrous structure, with a conchoidal cross— fracture. Cross 
fracture shining, with pitchy black lustre ; the longitudinal 
fracture dull. 

Sp. gr, 1..3 

Volatile and Bituminous matter, 49 

Carbon, 46 

Dark brown ash, 5 in 

100 parts 



These specimens of Coal, though collected in various parts 
of the Nicobars, would seem to be very much alike in their 
nature, though differing a little in appearance. 

They have been no doubt injured by long exposure in the 
sands to the weather, and to the sun as well as water. To this 
cause is due their burning with little flame, as well as their 
hardness and great specific gravity. But otherwise they are, 
or at least were, good Coal. They seem to bear both in 
appearance and chemical properties a nearer resemblance to 
the pitch or Cannel Coal of the little Tenassei^ river, than 
any other specimen I have seen. 

The circumstance of their being all so nearly alike, is a 
favorable indication of the probable eidstence of one great 
bed, extending, to a considerable proportion, through the 
islands. 

(Signed) J. McCLELLAND, 

Secretary Coal Committee. 

H. Co,^s Dispensary, ^ 
2\st May, 1846. ) 
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The following are the only collections in Natural History 
which the Officers of the expedition succeeded in pre^ 
serving : — 

MAMMALIA. 

Macacus cynomolgus, — ^This is the common small long- 
tailed Monkey of the neighbouring coasts^ which to the 
northward is replaced along the eastern side of the Bay by 
M, carbonarivs, 

Sus, — ^The Nicobar Pigs appear to have been derived 
from the Chinese race, turned loose upon some of the 
islands. 

BIRDS, 

Todiramphus collaris, — Common blue and white King- 
fisher. This bird is plentiful along the whole eastern side 
of the Bay, and in the Bengal Soonderbuns. On the 
western side it is rare. 

Merops philippinensis, — Blue-tailed Bee-eater: abundant 
both in India and in the Malay countries. 

Collocalia esculenta. — ^The constructor of the celebrated 
edible nests, the substance of which is secreted by the very 
large salivary glands with which this bird is provided, in 
common with other species of the group of Swifts. 

Chracula religiosa, — ^The large Hill Mynah of the Malay 
countries, which is found thence up to Assam and in the 
sub-Himalayan region ; but in the peninsula of India it is 
i^eplaced by another and smaller kind, the Gr, indica, 

Calomis cantor. — This species is very common in the 
Nicobars. It is generally diffused through the Malay 
countries, and is found up the eastern side of the Bay of 
Bengal, so high as Upperah. 

Oriolus — A species of Oriole, or Mango-bird, nearly 
allied to the 0. chinensis, and being the fourth or fifth kind 
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now known which has a black nape-mark, more or less 
broad in the different species. 

Hypsipete, — ^A species nearly allied to H. malaccensis, 
and which therefore may be just admitted into the genus in 
which it is here placed. 

Myiagra ccerulea, — ^This beautiful Flycatcher is common 
to India and the Malay countries, and is especially numer- 
ous in Lower Bengal during the cold season. 

Zosterops nicobaricus, a new species distinct both from 
Z. annulosus of India, and Z, flavus of the Malay countries, 

Nectarinia pectoralis, — A common Malayan species of 
Honey-sucker. 

Treron chloroptera.—k species of Hurrial Pigeon, nearly 
allied to Tr, pompadora of India, but larger, and with more 
green on the fore-part of the wings. 

Carpophaga bicolor.— The beautiful White Cliff Pigeon 
of the Straits. It is very common in the Nicobar Islands. 

C. (Bnea, — ^Another very handsome Pigeon, common to 
India and the Malay countries, but especially numerous in 
the territories lying eastward of the Bay of Bengal. 

Cdkenas nicobaricus. — ^The well known splendid ground 
Pigeon of the Nicobars. Some young birds of this species 
were caught, by giving chace to them on the ground; and 
two were brought alive to Calcutta. It is also met with in 
the Andamans, and in the Cocas Islands. 

Pelicanus Philippensis.— The smaller Indian Pelican, 
which seems to be the predominating species in the Malay 
countries. 

Phaeton (Bthereus. — A specimen of this, the Boatswain- 
bird of mariners, was shot and obtained during the run to 
the Sand-heads. It is a different species from the one so 
common at the Mauritius. 
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REPTILES. 

Chelonia imbricata. — ^The true Tortoise-shell Turtle. 

Ch, midas, — The edible Turtle : some pieces of shell were 
brought which evidently belonged to this species. 

Vipera f— A small Viper, with a more pointed head than 
is seen in the more characteristic members of this genus. 

Pelamydes platurus, or an alhed species having a much 
greater portion of its tail banded, the bands diminishing to 
festoons anteriorly, until they are gradually lost. 

FISHES. 

Dactylopteru, — A second species of this genus from the 
Bay of Bengal, distinguished by the much greater dimen- 
sions of its ventral fins, and by several other characters. 

MOLLUSCA. 
Sepia, — A large species of cuttle, or squid. 

CRUSTACEA. 

Pagnrus punctulatus, or a nearly allied species, common 
in the Bay of Bengal, and attaining seven or eight inches 
in length. 



THE END. 
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